


HHPC FINAL MEETING MINUTES
April 10, 2019
Sea Cliff Village Hall

NOTE: ACTION ITEMS ARE IN BOLD HIGHLIGHTED ITALICS.  MOTIONS ARE IN BOLD GREEN.
Attendees:  Tom Powell (Chair); Eric Swenson (Executive Director); Kevin Braun (North Hempstead); Abby Kurlender (Roslyn Harbor); Louis Silfin (Sands Point); Maryann Webb (Oyster Bay); Bruce Kennedy (Sea Cliff); Sarah Covelli (Oyster Bay); and Carol DiPaolo (Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor)
Call to Order
Eric Swenson called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Review and Approval of Draft Minutes
A motion was made by Kevin Braun and seconded by Abby Kurlender to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2019.  They were approved unanimously.
Administrative Matters, Updates & Announcements 
Marcellino Water Monitoring Grant Update -  Eric noted that the grant agreement is still in the process of being approved by the  State Comptroller and the State Attorney General. 
Authorization of Funds for Joint Protection Committee Meeting – Eric requested that the Committee authorize spending up to $75 for food for the upcoming Joint Protection Committee meeting. With the addition of a 5:00 pm tour prior to the meeting, many would otherwise miss dinner. Each of the other Protection Committees are also seeking similar authorizations. A motion was made by Tom Powell and seconded by Maryann Webb to approve the an expenditure of up to $75 for food for the Joint Protection Committee meeting.  They were approved unanimously.
Citizens Campaign for the Environment Blueway Grant Proposal – Eric noted that the Citizens Campaign for the Environment is considering applying for a grant to produce a blueways trail map for Nassau County covering both shores. They have asked the Committee, the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor, and Friends of the Bay to assist in the event that this is awarded. Eric stated that he would be willing to do so as long as the Towns of North Hempstead and Oyster Bay did not object. No one objected.  [note: not mentioned at the meeting was the fact that some of the grant funds may go to the Committee for its efforts].
Development of New Shellfish Pathogen TMDLs – Eric stated that the DEC workgroup that is assisting with the development of new shellfish pathogen TMDLs for 75 waterbodies on Long Island has selected Hempstead Harbor as one of the first waterbodies to develop a new TMDL. The process is expected to take a couple years.
Efforts to Secure Funds for an Additional Shellfish Laboratory – Eric stated that the efforts to secure State funding for an additional shellfish pathogen laboratory were successful.  $350,000 was included in the Environmental Protection Fund to help fund the rehabilitation of the Town of Hempstead’s laboratory.  He noted that Senator Kaminsky has requested that this not be made widely public at this point.
Implementation of Nassau County Grant Program for Alternative Septic Systems – Eric had no new news about the program. The County had intended to roll out the program this Spring, but it appears to be behind schedule.
Proposed NYS Legislation on Nitrogen in Fertilizer on Long Island – Eric stated that neither of the two bills before the State Legislature have passed at this point. He will be attending a meeting of the LINAP Fertilizer Workgroup this Friday and will advise the Committee of any developments.
Army Corps of Engineers’ Proposed Sea Barriers Public Meeting – Eric noted that the Army Corps has not announced the date or location yet of a public meeting on Long Island.  The Army Corps had advised Rep. Tom Suozzi that they are revising the modeling for the proposed tidal gates by the Throgs Neck Bridge and suggested that it would be appropriate to hold that meeting in July when that new data will be available.  Rep. Kathleen Rice has also requested that the meeting be held in her district.  Earlier this week, Eric and Sarah Deonarine (Manhasset Bay Protection Committee) had a conference call with Peter Forman (Village of Sands Point Trustee and Commissioner of Port Washington Emergency Management). He is pushing for having the meeting at the Sands Point Preserve and would work to get a large contingent of emergency management people there. The Long Island Sound Study CAC Policy Committee has also agreed to work with Mr. Forman on this issue.  Finally, the Army Corps has advised that since the Interim Report was not required under their process, that there is no formal public comment period established.  As such, comments can be submitted at any time and they will be considered in the development of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement which is expected to be released in March of 2020.
Coordinated Cleanup of Hempstead Harbor – Eric stated that a follow-up meeting was held on March 26th between the HHPC, the Towns of Oyster Bay and North Hempstead, and the City of Glen Cove. A new target date was chosen – April 17th.  It was subsequently decided that an inter-municipal agreement was needed and all three municipalities are pursuing this. The final sign-off is expected to take place on April 16th when Oyster Bay’s Town Board will consider it. The Town of North Hempstead has circulated a draft press release and that a press event with Supervisors Bosworth and Saladino and Mayor Tenke and others will take place at 2:30 pm at North Hempstead Beach Park on the day of the cleanup (April 17th).
New MS4 Permit Status – Eric noted that the DEC has announced that this year’s MS4 Annual Report will use the same form as last year.  No date has been announced as to when the new draft permit will be released. It was originally planned for this Spring.
2019 L.I. Sound Futures Fund Grant Opportunity – Eric noted that he and Carol are working on the details of a grant proposal to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation which is due on May 20th. 
Water Monitoring Program and Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor Update
2018 – 2019 Water Monitoring – Carol noted that new QAPP (Quality Assurance Program Plan) has been signed by all parties and she provided the Committee with a hard copy.  
Unified Water Study – Carol will be attending a training session next week for next year’s Unified Water Monitoring program. 
FLUPSY Water Monitoring Project– Carol noted that the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor has been awarded funds to carry out a water-quality monitoring project at Tappen Marina in conjunction with the Town’s placement of Floating Upweller Systems (“FLUPSYs”) this summer.  She is not aware of anyone doing this type of testing. FLUPSYs are devices in which shellfish seed are grown. The project involves testing the waters in the marine before and during the placement of the FLUPSYs and shellfish to see what impact, if any, the growing shellfish (which are “filter feeders”) have on bacteria and nitrogen levels. Nitrogen will be tested biweekly and bacteria weekly.  The Town expects to install the FLUPSYs in May and stock them with shellfish seed in June.
Cleanup of Scudder’s Pond – Carol stated that the Coalition will be holding a cleanup at Scudder’s Pond on Saturday, April 13th from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  If there are more than enough volunteers to clean around the pond, some will be sent across the street to clean up any debris that may ultimately be blown into the pond or the harbor.
Patagonia Grant Project – Caron noted that the lysimeters will be reinstalled on Saturday and that a meeting was held with area residents to update them on the project. She noted that Cornell Cooperative Extension has some great programs. This grant is a 2-year effort.
NYS Shellfish Landing Figures – Carol reported that she has received the latest NYS DEC Shellfish Landing figures (which reflect commercial harvest amounts around Long Island). The figures for 2018 show that 5,212 bushels of hard clams were harvested in Hempstead Harbor in 2018 (with a value of $453,122). This is slightly higher than the 5,134 bushels reported in 2017. Hempstead Harbor had the sixth largest harvest of all Long Island waterbodies.  The highest year was 2014 when 17,424 bushels (with a value of $1.36 million).  On the other hand, the number of softshell clams was down considerably in 2018 – 84 bushels vs. 236 bushels in 2017. Some oysters were also reported. The overall value of shellfish harvested in Hempstead Harbor in 2018 was $463,225.
Offshore Seismic Blasting – Carol reported that the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor has taken the lead on Long Island in an effort to opposed offshore seismic blasting and oil and gas drilling. Seismic blasting involves using sound waves on the ocean floor to locate potential oil and gas drilling locations. It is said to greatly affect fish, whales, and other sea creatures, many of which rely on sonar to navigate. A rally with Rep. Tom Suozzi , Oyster Bay Town Supervisor Joe Saladino, and other elected officials will be held on April 22nd (Earth Day) at 11:00 am at Tappen Beach. Carol also noted that many states have passed legislation banning this from state waters. New York State has passed similar legislation but it has yet to be signed by Governor Cuomo.  The concern thus is mainly with federal waters (greater than three miles out). A federal judge has ruled that this cannot take place along the Atlantic coast and that ruling is being appealed by the federal government. The Coalition has prepared a fact sheet which is available on their website.
Project Updates
Powerhouse Drain Subwatershed – Eric reported that the Town of Oyster Bay has awarded a contract for the installation of 37 catch basin inserts into a contract to improve drainage in the Glenwood Landing area. These are made by Fabco and designed to reduce nitrogen by 40+% and bacteria by 70+%. Carol noted that she has been in communication with Matt Russo from the Town’s Engineering Division and that the construction is slated to begin by the end of May and be completed by the end of October. The Town will also be cleaning and maintaining the older storm drain inserts that were designed to remove sediment and bacteria.
Nassau County Soil & Water Conservation District
Eric noted that the District has selected 11 conservation projects to fund. A total of 15 projects were proposed. Award letters will be going out within the next few days. The District also has a new full-time employee, Olivia Colandra. Olivia had been working as a part-time employee until last week.  
Friends of Cedarmere
Tom noted that the Friends of Cedarmere has been awarded funding from the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District to remove invasive Norway maple trees. The Friends are also holding their annual Spring Garden Planting on May 11th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm (raindate – May 16th).
Municipal Updates
Nassau County – no representative present.
Sea Cliff – Bruce Kennedy and Tom Powell had nothing to report.
Roslyn Harbor – Abby Kurlender stated that the Village has extended its moratorium on subdivisions.
North Hempstead – Kevin Braun had nothing to report other than the coordinated cleanup (see above).
Flower Hill – no representative present.
Oyster Bay – Maryann Webb noted that the Town is holding is annual Spring Cleanup in Oyster Bay Harbor on April 13th. They are also working on placing FLUPSYs at the Tappen Marina (see above) and installing the catch basin inserts in Glenwood Landing (also see above). Finally, Sarah Covelli reported that the Town is applying to the NYS DEC under its “Trees for Tribs” program to plant trees along a stream in Massapequa.
Glen Cove – no representative present.
Sands Point – Louis Silfin noted that some in the Village are very interested in the proposed Southern Land proposal on the parcel to the north of North Hempstead Beach Park.
Roslyn – no representative present.
Other Items
[bookmark: _GoBack]Garvies Point Development – Carol noted that wetlands at the western end of Glen Cove Creek appear to have been filled in by the developer.  These were supposed to be protected and enhanced as part of the development. She passed around a series of photos showing the area before and after. This has been reported to the NYS DEC and she is awaiting a response from them.  Kevin noted that not all wetland plants may have emerged yet. Carol noted that the “before” photos were from November.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
April 17th – Coordinated Municipal Cleanup of Hempstead Harbor with Press Event at 2:30 pm at North Hempstead Beach Park
April 30th – Long Island Regional Envirothon, Old Bethpage Village Restoration
June 2nd – HarborFest, Town Dock, Port Washington 
October 6th – Sea Cliff Mini Mart, Sea Cliff

NEXT HHPC MEETINGS:   
(All are at 7:00 pm at Sea Cliff Village Hall unless stated otherwise)

May 16th – Joint Protection Committee Tour and Meeting – Uplands Farm, Cold Spring Harbor (5:00 pm) and Friends of 
                      the Bay, Oyster Bay (6:30 pm)
June 5th
September 11th
October 16th
November 13th 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 pm




